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Love affair
ending?

Many Americans — even Elvis — had

Photo illustration by Peter Photikoe/Stars and Stripes
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Most Gls love their stays in Germany, and their hosts
have iti ing and i
Top: Wiesbaden gas station owner Gunter Laux gives a
thumbs-up sign in support of U.S. forces in Saudi Arabia
in 1991.

Bottom: Possibly America’s most famous Gl, Sgt. Elvis
Presley relaxes during his stay in Friedberg, Germany, in
February 1960.
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Unconstitutional guidelines: A fed-

eral judge in Brooklyn, N.Y., found sen-

tencing guidelines unconstitutional Fri-

day but still hit an immigranl from

Yemen with a tough prison term for
lying to investigators probing terrorism.

U.S. District Court Judge Nina Gershon’s
ruling tossing out the guidelines is one of an
apparently growing number of similar deci-
sions by federal court judges after a U.S. Su-
preme Court decision last month that put
the federal sentencing structure into ques-
tion.

The decision about the guidelines was a
hollow victory for the defendant, Numan
Maflahi, 31, a gasoline station owner living
in New Jersey who has eight children and is
expecting a ninth. Gershon still slapped him
with a 5-year sentence — the time federal
prosecutors wanted — despite finding that
the sentencing guidelines on assisting terror-
ism could not be used.

Ore. same-sex marriage: Oregon became
the second state to register same-sex mar-
riage licenses Friday after a state appeals
court upheld a lower court order directing
officials to record more than 3,000 marriage
licenses issued to gay couples in Mult-
nomah County.

Oregon Attorney General Hardy Myers
had asked the appeals court to order a hold
on registering the licenses while a lawsuit
challenging the licenses is pending.

Myers downplayed the importance of reg-
istration, saying it was an administrative act
that would not authenticate the 3,022 mar-
riage licenses issued by Multnomah County
earlier this year, because the Oregon Su-
preme Court has not ruled on the issue.

Rudolph trial: On Friday, a federal judge
in Birmingham, Ala., refused a request by
suspected serial bomber Eric Rudolph to
see original notes taken by agents who inves-
tigated a fatal abortion clinic bombing.

U.S. Magistrate Judge T. Michael Putnam
said the government already has given the
defense hundreds of thousands of pages of
formal witness statements, and Rudolph
isn’t legally due the rough notes that went
into making those documents.

The defense claimed it needed the notes
because the witness statements it has re-
ceived contained inconsistencies that could
only be resolved by seeing the agents’ origi-
nal work.

The American Media Inc. building in Boca
Raton, Fla., where anthrax killed one employ-

Posey case: Cody Posey, 14, and his attorney, Gary Mitchell, attend a hearing in Children’s
Court on Friday in Alamogordo, N.M. Posey was charged with the murders of his father,
stepmother and stepsister after their bodies were found on a ranch owned by ABC’s Sam
Donaldson. Prosecutors have 30 days to decide whether to try Cody as an adult. District
Attorney Scot Key said the teen could get up to 30 years if tried and convicted as an adult.

tables, will be pumped into the American
Media Inc. building to kill the anthrax
spores, which have Spread throughout its
65,000 square feet. Repeated tests will then
determine the safety of the building before
a quarantine is lifted, officials said Friday at
a community meeting.

Right-to-die debate: The parents of a
Clearwater, Fla., woman at the center of one
of the nation’s longest right-to-die cases are
again seeking permission to enter a lawsuit
over the constitutionality of a new state law
Keeping her alive.

The parents of Terri Schiavo filed legal pa-
pers Friday appealing last week’s ruling de-
nying them permission to enter the case
brought by their son-in-law against Gov.
Jeb Bush.

Terri Schiavo’s husband, Michael, sued
the governor over the hastily passed Octo-
ber law that forced doctors to reinsert her
feeding tube. Michael Schiavo has said his
wife, who has been severely brain-damaged
for more than a decade, does not want to be
kept alive artificially.

Mad cow and cosmetics: The govern-
ment told cosmetics makers Friday they can
no longer use brain and spinal cord tissue
from older cattle in lipstick, hair sprays and
other products.

The new Food and Drug Administration
regulations come in the wake of the first
U.S. case of mad cow disease last Decem-
ber. They are aimed at preventing the dis-
ease from reaching people, where it can
cause a rare but similar fatal condition, vari-
ant Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.

Consumer groups complamed that the

eein Ochoher 2001, has started I
to kill the deadly spores.

Anthrax fumigation: Nearly three years
after being the site of a deadly anthrax at-
tack, the former headquarters of a super-
markel tabloid in Boca Raton, Fla., is being

Personality Parade
Religion

Your Money

in an attempt to eradicate the
deadly spores.

Months of planning and rancor over the
fate of the infested complex have finally led
to the cleanup Sunday, which is set to last 24
to 36 hours.

Chlorine dioxide, a chemical used to disin-
fect drinking water and treat fruits and vege-

saying the gov-
crnment should also ban the same fissues
from younger cattle and extend the prohibi-
tion to use in animal feed.

Bush ranch protestors: A judge on Fri-
day dismissed all charges against five
anti-war activists who were arrested last
year on their way to President Bush’s ranch
in Texas.

The five were convicted in February of vi-
olating the city’s protest ordinance and
fined $200 to $500. But McLennan County
Judge Tom Ragland ruled the ordinance
was overly broad and violated the First
Amendment.

The ordinance required 15 days’ notice
and a $25 fee before the police chief could
issue a permit for a protest. Crawford offi-
cials have since amended the ordinance to
require seven days of notice.

World

Rebuilding Haiti: More than $1 billion will
probably be needed to rebuild Haiti, the
Americas’ poorest
country, after its recent
political upheaval, a se-
nior Treasury Depart-
ment official  said
Wednesday.

John Taylor, the de-
partment’s under secre-
tary for international af-
fairs, offered the esti-
mate as he prepared to
visit  Port-au-Prince
Thursday and meet
with government repre-
sentatives to discuss
their efforts to establish economic stability
in Haiti.

L
Taylor

Bird flu outbreak: The Thailand govern-
ment on Saturday reported new outbreaks
of a deadly strain of bird flu virus in two
northern provinces.

Authorities discovered the virus in Uttara-
dit and Sukhothai provinces, bringing the
total number of affected areas to four, said
Yukol Limlamthong, director general of
Thailand’s Livestock Department.

Local television station ITV reported that
1,000 chickens were slaughtered in Uttara-
dit, while 200 were culled in Sukhothai.

U.N. war crimes tribunal: The president
warned Friday that Serbia-Montenegro
faces international isolation if it fails to ex-
tradite war crimes suspects to the U.N. tribu-

al.

“Any delay in handing over war crimes
suspects will distance the country further
from the European Union, despite the fact
that the majority of our people want to join
the EU,” President Svetozar Marovic told re-
porters.

Cooperation with the tribunal is the key
condition for any U.S. and other Western po-
litical and financial support for the Balkan
country.

Photos and stories from wire services
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Marines clash with insurgents in Ramadi

Saboteurs attack pipeline running
to power station in northern Iraq

BY DANICA KIRKA
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — U.S. Marines
clashed with insurgents at a taxi
stand Saturday in a city known as
a stronghold of Saddam Hussein
supporters, killing three of the at-
tackers and wounding five others,
hospital officials said.

The Marines came under fire
from the group of insurgents in
Ramadi, the military said in a
statement. Insurgents frequently
clash with coalition forces in the
region,a hotbed of insurgent activ-
ity known as the Sunni Triangle.

The fighting left three Iragis
dead and five injured, local hospi-
tal official Saeed Ali said.

Elsewhere, insurgents blew up
three liquor stores in Bagouba, a
city north of Baghdad, amid fears
that Islamic militants may be try-
ing to impose their strict interpre-
tation of Islam on the city, witness-
es said. The blasts killed a taxi
driver who happened to be pass-
ing by, said Dr. Nassir Jawad
from Baqouba General Hospital.

Meanwhile, a Filipino worker
reportedly seized by guerrillas in
the nearby city of Fallujah ap-
pealed to Philippine President
Gloria Macapagal Arroyo to meet
their demands and withdraw the
Philippines small contingent of
troops, according to a video
shown  Saturday on the
Al-Jazeera television station.

Moments before the tape was
aired, the Philippines announced
it would withdraw its 51-member
humanitarian contingent from
Iraq as scheduled after its man-
date ends Aug. 20.

Also Saturday, saboteurs at-
tacked a natural gas pipeline that
runs from the oil-rich northern
city of Kirkuk to a power station,
an official with the North Oil Com-

pany said. The attack is likely to
affect power supplies in the north-
ern region of Iraq, but it was not
immediately clear by how much.

Insurgents often target the
country’s crude oil and natural
gas infrastructure in hopes of cut-
ting off revenue to Iraq’s interim
government.

Such attacks, together with hos-
tage taking and other acts of in-
timidation, are intended to dis-
rupt efforts to stabilize and re-
build postwar Irag.

While the Philippines awaited
the fate of dela Cruz, Bulgarians
were waiting with trepidation to
hear about the fate of two of their
countrymen taken captive by a
separate group.

Jordanian militant Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi’s Tawhid and Jihad
group — which has claimed re-

ibility for the ings of

Friends and relatives celebrate upon hearing the news that Angelo dela Cruz was released by his Iraqi
cap(ors on Saturday in Mexico town in the province of Pampanga, north of Manila. The release followed
]

from President Gloria

two captives in the past — threat-
ened to kill the Bulgarians if the
United States does not release all
Iraqi detainees in 24 hours. The
threat was made in a video broad-
cast Friday morning.

UN. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan called for the release of
dela Cruz and two Bulgarian hos-
tages, describing them as “inno-
cent civilians who may have been
abducted for political ends in the
conflict.”

The Bulgarian Foreign Minis-
try said the Bulgarian truckers
were kidnapped en route to the
northern city of Mosul, coming
from Bulgaria via Turkey and
Syria. Their schedule would have
put them in Mosul on June 29, the
last day either man contacted his
family.

in Iraq would be

saying the Philippi smal

when its tour ends Aug. 20.

Filipino hostage may be free

BY PAUL ALEXANDER

The Associated Press

MANILA, Philippines — Iraqi militants freed a
Filipino hostage on Saturday, Philippine authori-
ties said, just hours after the Manila confirmed it
would withdraw its small peacekeepmg contingent
from Iraq on Aug. 20 as planng

“The Artib television station Al- -Jazeera, however,
said it had received a message from the militants
denying that truck driver Angelo dela Cruz had
been released.

The Philippine government made no connection
between the announcement about its troops and
dela Cruz’s reported release. But if the release
were confirmed, it would appear the
statement by President Gloria

Bulgaria has a 480- ber in-
fantry unit under Polish com-
mand in the southern city of Kar-
bala, a small part of Iraq’s
160,000 member multinational
force.

The Associated Press

As of Friday, 875 U.S. service-
members have died since the be-
ginning of military operations in
Iraq last year, according to the
Defense Department. Of those,
651 died as a result of hostile ac-
tion and 224 died of nonhostile

causes.

The British military has re-
ported S9 deaths; Italy, 18;
Spain, eight; Bulgaria and Po-
land, six each; Ukraine, four;
Slovakia, three; Thailand, two;
Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia,
Hungary, Latvia and the Nether-
lands have reported one each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 737 U.S. servicemem-
bers have died — 542 as a result
of hostile action and 195 of non-
hostile causes.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The latest deaths reported by
military:

M A soldier died Thursday in
a non-hostile incident.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

W Army Pvt. 1st Class Samuel
R. Bowen, 38, Cleveland; died
Wednesday in Samarra, Iraq,
when a rocket-propelled gre-
nade exploded near his vehicle;
assigned to the Army National
Guard’s 216th Engineer Battal-
ion; Akron, Ohio.

W Marine Lance Cpl. Scott E.
Dougherty, 20, Bradenton Fla.
and Marine Pfc. Rodricka A.
Youmans, 22, Allendale, S.C;
killed Tuesday in Iraq’s Anbar
province; assigned to 2nd Light
Armored Reconnaissance Bat-
talion, 2nd Marine Division, IT
Marine Expeditionary Force;
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

had satisfied his captors.

In Baghdad, diplomats were cau-
tious about dela Cruz’s fate.

“We don’t want to derail the pro-
cess,” one diplomat said on condition
of anonymity. “We’re not gomg to say
we have him until we see him.”

The Islamic Army of Irag-Khalid
bin al-Waleed Brigade said in a state-
ment carried by Qatar-based
Al-Jazeera television that it had not
freed dela Cruz but will give “the Phil-
ippines government 24 hours to with-
draw from Iraq.”

Iragi militants have repeatedly
used terrorist attacks to try to force governments
to withdraw from the U.S.-led occupation force.

In March, a series of terrorist bombings on com-
muter trains in Madrid shortly before national elec-
tions was believed to have contributed to a victory
by the socialists, who had campaigned on a plat-
form of withdrawing Spanish troops from Iraq.
The new prime minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zap-
atero, pulled out the troops soon after taking office.

Militants also tried to pressure South Korea by
kidnapping one of its citizens in Iraq and demand-
ing the Asian country call off plans to deploy 3,000
troops beginning in August. South Korea refused,
and the captive was beheaded last month.

The men who snatched dela Cruz near the res-
tive Sunni Triangle city of Fallujah on Wednesday
said they would Kkill him unless Manila pulled out
its 51-member force within three days. The dea
line was hours away late Saturday, when the Philij
pine government announced his release.

“While this man is still not in our hands, he will

be brought to a hotel in Baghdad, where he will be
turned over to our people,” said Labor Secretary
Patricia Santo Tomas, who was staying with the
hostage’s family in a hotel at the former Clark Air
Base.

“He is in safe hands,” added National Security
Adviser Norberto Gonzales.

Santo Tomas said President Gloria Macapagal
Arroyo had called dela Cruz’s wife to relay the
news. Jubilation broke out at the family home in
northern Pampanga province.

“Ifeel sorelieved,” said dela Cruz’s brother Jess-
ie. “We are very happy. Our village is celebrating.”

The withdrawal announcement appeared to be
deliberately ambigious, reflecting the fine line that
the Philippines was walking to obtain
dela Cruz's release while remaining
one of Washington’s closest support-

ers.

It left open the prospect that Philip-
pine troops could return under U.N.
auspices, although a high-ranking offi-
cial said any further deployment
would be the subject of government
discussions that would start from
scratch. Before the kidnapping, the

ad  been
whether to extend the peacekeeping

Angelo dela Cruz

scheduled to return on Aug. 20,” preel—
dential spokesman Ignacio Bunye
said. “Our future actions shall be guided by the
U.N. Security Council decision as embodied in Res-
olution 1546, which defines the role of the U.N. and
its member states in the future of Iraq.”

Resolution 1546 covered the recent handover of
power to Iraq’s interim government. It specifies
that Iraq can request “the continued presence of
the multinational force and setting out its tasks.”

The pullout decision is a symbolic blow to the
U.S.-led coalition in Irag, but it doesn’t affect the
‘more crucial Philippine contingent — the 4,000 or
so civilian workers at U.S. camps around Iraq who
would be difficult to replace. Arroyo has frozen
any further worker deployments.

A former U.S. colony, the Philippines has main-
tained close ties with Washington even after the
closure of military bases here in the early 1990s.
With Muslim and communist insurgencies of its
own, the poor country has hosted major counterter-
rorism training for its troops by U.S. forces, and an-
other round is scheduled to start late this month.
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Doctors warn Gls about eating Iraqi food

Local restaurant food may come with a side of parasites, tapeworms

BY RICK EMERT
Stars and Stripes

BAGHDAD — Although the
price is right and the kebabs may
be tasty, U.S. military officials
say soldiers should avoid eating
food prepared in local Iragi res-
taurants.

That next kebab could include
aside of hydatid, a parasitic tape-
worm disease that may not show
symptoms for years.

Hydatid dis-
ease is the No.
1 food-borne
illness being
treated at
Iragi  hospi-
tals, said Col.
Hugh Hodges,
Theater Veter-
inary Officer,
2nd  Medical
Brigade  in
Baghdad.

Hodges said
the number of
cases of food-borne illness in U.S.
personnel is hard to track. Preven-
tative medicine officials estimate
between 100 and 450 soldiers in
Iraq may be sick each week from
food and water sources.

But the number of sick soldiers
is tough to put a number on for a
couple of reasons, Hodges said.
Many illnesses, such a stomach

A

Hodges

virus, pass so quickly that sol-
diers may not seek treatment.

Other maladies such as hydatid
— which comes from meat or
water contaminated with the tape-
worm egg — usually goes unno-
ticed for its incubation period of
12 months to many years. It in-
volves slow-growing tumors that
can reach grapefruit size and
cause organ dysfunction or other
complications if the cysts are rup-
tured.

In other words, a soldier from
the first rotation of Operation
Iraqi Freedom who ate at local
restaurants may not be showing
symptoms yet. Treatment in-
volves surgically removing the
large cysts and following up with
tapeworm medication, Hodges
said.

To be safe, soldiers should only
eat at the U.S. dining facilities or
Army and Air Force Exchange
Service restaurants, he said.
Even Iraqi restaurants located
within U.S. controlled areas, such
as the Green Zone in Baghdad,
are not approved eating places
for U.S. troops.

Veterinary Services soldiers
check food for the U.! dining fa-
cilities at shipping plants in plac-
es such as Kuwait and Australia
and at warehouses where the
food is stored.

toms:

tected for many years.

symptom is liquid stool.

poultry or foo

Bound for trouble

Food-borne illnesses found in the Middle East, and their symp-

W Hydatid Disease — Common source is contaminated red meat,
but also found in water. Symptoms include large cysts that grow
over a period of 12 months to many years. The disease can go unde-

W Vibrio vulnificus — Common sources are raw oysters or shell-
fish. Symptoms include vomiting, diarrhea and abdominal pain in
healthy people. Those with liver disease may experience acute
fever, chills. It can lead to septic shock.

M Cholera — Common source is contaminated water. Primary

 Salmonella — Common sources are undercooked cggs, beef or
d surfac are

fever, dlarrhea and abdominal cramping.

Preventive Medicine personnel
inspect the food at the dining-fa-
cility level and at AAFES restau-
rants to ensure proper prepara-
tion methods are being followed
and food-service personnel are
using good personal hygiene,
Hodges said.

Neither Veterinary Services
nor Preventive Medicine inspects
local restaurants, however.

An Iraqi Ministry of Health di-
vision inspects the restaurants,
but Hodges said inspectors are
not as well trained as Army in-
spectors.

“There is nothing prepared in
Iraq [restaurants] that has had
any oversight by the Army what-
soever,” Hodges said. “There are
zero approved food sources in
Iraq.

Additionally, since beef and
lamb, favorite meats among Ira-
qis, are very expensive, restau-
rants may look for cheaper and
less sanitary sources for the
meats, Hodges said. “Beef at a
restaurant may actually be a mix-
ture of beef and who knows
what,” Hodges said.

And as tempting as they may

appear, even fruit and vegetable
stands may harbor disease.

“Hard-skinned fruits are not a
big problem, unless they are or-
ganically fertilized,” Hodges said.
The process, popular in some
parts of Asia, involves using
human feces as fertilizer for fruit
and vegetables.

“There are just no checks and
balances [on food sold on the
economy],” he said.

There are also are no approved
water sources in Iraq, despite ex-
tensive efforts by Veterinary Ser-
vices and Preventive Medicine to
locate one.

“The water keeps coming up
with fecal contaminants,” he said.

Hodges said these problems
have been around since before
the war, and cited one case where
an underground sewer pipe was
somehow crossed directly with a
pipe that brought drinking water
to a restaurant.

While troops may get tired of
the dining facility or Burger
King, trying something different
at a local restaurant may not be
worth the risk.

“Always eat at approved dining
facilities or [AAFES restau-
rants],” Hodges said. “Anytime
soldiers eat on the economy,
they’re rolling the dice.”

Email Rick Emert at:
emertr@mail.estripes.osd.mil

U.S. military families begin leaving
Bahrain following terrorist threats

BY ADNAN MALIK

On July 1, the State Department cautioned Ameri-

New dad moves heaven and earth

cans against traveling to Bahrain and advised Amer-
icans who live there to leave because of information
that extremists were planning attacks.

The Associated Press
MANAMA,

Bahrain — U.S. military families have
iplying

begun leaving Bahrain by the dozens, compl

with a formal order to depart follow-
ing reports that terrorists were plan-
ning attacks here, a spokesman for
the U.S. Navy’s 5th Fleet said Satur-
day.

Cmdr. James Graybeal said doz-
ens of family members were flown
out on a U.S.-bound military flight
late Friday.

“We have begun the relocation of
our family members. We expect the
process to take a few weeks to com-
plete,” Graybeal said.

Citing security reasons, he re-
fused to say exactly how many peo-
ple traveled on Friday’s flight,
bound for the naval station in Nor-
folk, Va. He would not say when the
next flight would depart but said the
evacuation would be completed this
month.

Friday’s flight was the first evacua-
tion since the formal departure or-
ders came during July 4 celebra-
tions last Sunday, two days after the
Pentagon announced the first such
mandatory evacuation from this U.S.

ally in the Gulf where the U.S. Navy has had a pres-

ence for more than 50 years.

“People are very sad to see their families go, but
they know this is an important mission and we are
very committed to continue our mission and do our

work,” Graybeal said.

He said the orders affected 420 families, or about
930 people, who are relatives of servicemembers or

Defense Department staff.

&k People are very
sad to see their
families go, but
they know this

isan
important
mission and
we are very
commiitted to
continue our
mission and do
our work. 9y

Cmdr. James Graybeal
Spokesman for the
U.S. Navy's 5th Fleet

The Pentagon said a day later that
it was withdrawing servicemember-
s’ families from Bahrain for at least
30 days. The State Department
added last Saturday it had autho-
rized the voluntary departure of fam-
ily members and non-emergency
employees of the U.S. Embassy in
Bahrain.

The State Department has provid-
ed no details on the information it
has about possible terror attacks on
Americans in Bahrain.

Bahrain has stepped up security
on the 15-mile causeway linking it to
Saudi Arabia, which has seen a se-
ries of attacks on Americans and
other Westerners living there. Some
here have expressed fears that
Saudi militants, under pressure
from their security forces, might see
Bahrain as an easier place to attack
Westerners.

The Saudi violence has been
‘blamed on members of or sympathiz-
ers to al-Qaida, the network of
anti-Western Muslim  extremists
blamed for the Sept. 11 attacks on

the United States. Al-Qaida has vowed to topple the

Saudi royal family, accusing it of being too close to

the United States and insufficiently Islamic.
‘The Bahraini king, Sheik Hamad bin Isa Al Khali-
fa, also is close to the United States. Sheik Hamad

‘was one of the few Arab leaders to accept an invita-

tion to last month’s Group o
United States, where a U.S.

ht summit in the

(=i

ative to

democratization in the Arab world was unveiled.

‘THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT/AP

FAMILY PHOTO VIA THE NATCHEZ DEMOCRAT/AP

Above: Marine Lance Cpl. Patrick
Krueger talks on a satellite phone
from his base outside Baghdad
with his wife, Jessica, as she was
in labor with their first child in
Natchez, Miss., last week.

Left: New mother Jessica Krueger
kisses the forehead of her
newborn son, Landon Patrick
Krueger, on Thursday. Landon’s
father, Lance Cpl. Krueger, used
all the technology he could mus-
ter from the military and from
family in Natchez to share in the
moment by telephone and e-mail.
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Intel report could hurt Bush at polls

BY DANA MILBANK AND WALTER PINCUS
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Friday’s report by the Senate Intelli-
gence Committee left in shreds two of the Bush administra-
tion’s main rationales for the war in Iraq: that Iraq had illicit
weapons and that it cooperated with al-Qaida.

The conclusions are not earthshaking by

ing of no “collaborative relationship” between the two.

“The [CIA]’s assessment that to date there was no evi-
dence proving Iraqi complicity or assistance in an al-Qaeda
attack was reasonable and objective. No additional informa-
tion has emerged to suggest otherwise.”

The undermining of the case for war is potentially a grave
threat to Bush, whose re-election prospects are closely tied
to icans’ view of the

going to war; the agency made no recommendation on this.
“Policy-makers should not be immune from the decision on
what to do,” the official said.

The Senate panel’s Republican chairman Friday said the
findings that left the White House blameless, while the Dem-
ocratic vice chairman said that the CIA was right to dismiss
the notion of al-Qaida ties to Iraq.
“Before the war, the U.S. in-

Though President Bush and Vice Presi-

dent Dick Cheney have not abandoned

either rationale, both were already tat-

tered after similar doubts were voiced

over many months by U.S. weapons in-

spectors in Iraq, the commission prob-
ing the Sept. 11 attacks, CIA officials and others.

The larger question is whether voters will blame the
White House for these massive mistakes. Though officially
agnostic on the White House role in using Iraq intelligence
(that will come in a later report), the committee gives ammu-
nition to both Bush and Democratic opponent John Kerry.

On the question of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction, the
bipartisan committee report absolved administration offi-
cials of pressuring CIA analysts to inflate the case against
Saddam Hussein. And while making no judgment on wheth-
er the admi ion distorted the i it was given,
the committee made plain that the CIA’s case against Iraq
was plenty exaggerated on its own. Without “any evidence”
of administration coercion, the committee found, the intelli-
gence community’s Judgments on Iraq 's weapons were “
ther , or were not by, the in-
telligence reporting.”

On Irag’s relationship to al-Qaida, however, the commit-
tee’s findings imply that the White House, not the CIA, is to
blame for making dubious claims that there were working
ties between Osama bin Laden’s organization and Saddam’s
Iraq. “The Central Intelligence Agency reasonably assessed
that there were likely several instances of contacts between
Iraq and al-Qaeda throughout the 1990s, but that these con-
tacts did not add up to an established formal relationship,”
the panel found, echoing the Sept. 11 commission staff's find-

merits of the Iraq war and
whether it advances the fight
against terrorism.

Tn the meantime, he contin- intelligence
ues to assert ties between s
al-Qaida and Irag, and to community’s

place blame for any weapons
miscalculation squarely on
the CIA.

Bush’s distancing of him-
self from the flawed allega-
tions may well be aided by
the departure last week of
CIA Director George Tenet,
who was criticized in the Sen-
ate report for not always
being informed about dissent-
ing views when he met al-
most daily with Bush.

Democrats, in turn, are de-
termined not to let Bush
avoid blame. On Friday, the
Kerry campaign issued a

&k Our report found that the

Judgments were
right on Iraq’s ties
to terrorists, which

is another way of

saying that the
administration’s conclusions
were wrong.

West Virginia Democrat and vice chairman
of the Senate Intelligence Committee

telligence community told the
president, as well as the Con-
gress and the public, that Sad-
dam Hussein had stockpiles
of chemical and biological
weapons, and if left un-
checked, would probably
have a nuclear weapon dur-
ing this decade,” chairman
Pat Roberts, R-Kan., said in
summarizing the ~ report.
“Well, today we know these
assessments were wrong and,
as our inquiry will show, they
were also unreasonable and
largely unsupported by the
available intelligence.”

Vice Chairman Jay Rock-
efeller, D-W.Va., found a dif-
ferent point of emphasis:
“Our report found that the in-
telligence community’s judg-
ments were right on Iraq’s

lJay Rockefeller

statement saying: “Nothing in

this report absolves the White House of its responsibility for
mishandling of the country’s intelligence. The fact is that
when it comes to national security, the buck stops at the
White House, not anywhere else.”

A senior intelligence official speaking on condition of ano-
nymity agreed with that logic Friday, saying the CIA’s asser-
tions, whatever their accuracy, did not in themselves justify

ties to terrorists, which is an-
other way of saying that the administration’s conclusions
were wrong, and that s, of the relationship, the formal rela-
tionship, however you want to describe it, between Iraq and
al-Qaida.”

Even Friday, after the committee report, Bush said Sadd-
am’s Iraq provided safe haven for an “al-Qaida affiliate.”

A Cheney spokesman said Friday that the committee find-
ings are consistent with administration claims.

Peter faces new challenges
as he struggles with “the
glft and the curse”, and
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Missing Marine starts Germany debriefing

BY MARNI MCENTEE

Stars and Stripes

LANDSTUHL, Germany — A U.S. Ma-
rine missing for 18 days from his post in
Iraq was “very exhausted,” but otherwise
in good physical health after being admit-
ted to a U.S. military hospital in Germany,
military physicians said Friday.

Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun, 24, who was
believed to have been captured by Iraqi
insurgents before turning up Thursday in
Beirut, where his family lives, had suf-
fered from migraine headaches and in-
somnia during his absence, said Lt. Col.
Sally Harvey, a clinical psychologist at
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center. Har-
vey flew to Beirut and accompanied Has-
soun to Ramstein Air Base, Germany,
where he landed Friday night. Hassoun
was admitted to the nearby military hospi-
tal at 7:35 p.m.

“His spirits are good. He's glad to be
back. He is very tired,” Harvey said during
an 11 p.m. news conference at the hospital.

Hassoun ~was to undergo a
three-to-five-day repatriation process, dur-
ing which the military would gather infor-
mation “to prevent like circumstances
from happening again,” Harvey said.

She said Hassoun had not discussed the
circumstances of his absence, but she ex-
pected that such details would emerge dur-
ing a debriefing process that would start
Saturday. Intelligence experts and Search,
Evasion, Resistance and Escape specialists
will conduct the debriefing.

“We want to give him a chance to tell his
story. That will happen tomorrow,” Har-
vey said.

An ambulance allegedly carries Cpl. Wassef Ali Hassoun after arriving on a C-17 aircraft at
Ramstein Air Base, Germany, on Friday. The U.S. Marine, who vanished in a reported
kidnapping in Iraq and resurfaced in Beirut more than two weeks later, will reportedly be
brought to nearby Landstuhl Medical Center for a medical check.

The circumstances of Hassoun's ab-
sence are still murky.

He had contacted U.S. Embassy officials
in Beirut, accompanied by his family mem-
bers, who are from Tripoli, according to
news reports.

He had last been seen on Arab televi-
sion on June 27, blindfolded with someone
holding a sword above his head. Conflict-
ing reports of the details of his capture and
possible murder had circulated in the
news media for days before Hassoun ar-
rived in Lebanon.

He disappeared June 20 from a Marine

camp near Fallujah, where he worked as a
truck driver and translator for the 2nd Bat-
talion, 2nd Marine Regiment, 2nd Marine
Division, based at Camp Lejeune, N.C.

U.S. Central Command, which oversees
military operations in the Middle East, ini-
tially had listed Hassoun as a deserter, but
changed that listing to “captured” after the
videotape was aired, Marine Maj. Tim
Keefe, a spokesman for the service’s Europe
command, said at the news conference.

As of Friday, Hassoun was not under
guard or being confined while at the hospi-
tal, Keefe said.

Any further investigation will not take
place until after the repatriation process,
Keefe said.

“The focus is not on the investigation.
The focus is making sure he is healthy,”
Keefe said. During the repatriation pro-
cess, however, Hassoun is granted confi-
dentiality for any statements he makes,
Harvey said.

“The information will not be used
against him,” she said.

Hassoun llkely will be returned to Camp
Lejeune after he is released from the hospi-
tal to “return to normal duty and a normal
life,” Keefe said.

Harvey said Hassoun told her he hadn’t
slept more than two or three hours a night
for three weeks.

The 6-foot tall Hassoun dropped from
190 to 170 pounds during that time, said
Navy Commander Peter Macro, a Landstu-
hl physman

“He is in excellent physncal condmon,
with no bruises or other injuries,” Macro
said. Doctors were treating Hassoun only
with a sleeping pill to help him rest, he said.

Hassoun will remain at the hospital “for
a few days,” hospital commander Col.
Rhonda Cornum said.

Doctors at Landstuhl have treated other
released American hostages since the war
in Iraq began last year. Pvt. Jessica Lynch
was treated there in April and civilian Tho-
mas Hamill in May.

Cornum, a flight surgeon during the
first Gulf War, was captured in 1991 after
her Black Hawk helicopter was shot
down. She and two other crew members
were released after about a week.

E-mail Marni McEntee at:
McEnteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Friends remember Hassoun as polite,

loyal, smitten young man

BY ROBERT TANNER
The Associated Press

Visiting a club packed with Cali-
fornia girls, he was smitten by a
teen with a T-shirt that declared
her love for Lebanon. At an Amer-
ican pizza shop near his Marine
base, Wassef Ali Hassoun’s favor-
ite pie was made with zaatar, a
Middle Eastern herb.

Now the Marine corporal with
a deep affection for his native
land is caught up in a tangled
story in which the latest twist is
his safe arrival Thursday at the
U.S. Embassy in Beirut, 18 days
after he went missing from Irag,
and subsequent journey to a U.S.
military hospital in Germany.

Friends and relatives testify to
his warmth, loyalty and polite-
ness — though his immediate fam-
ily has said little. The silence has
left more questions than answers
about the 24-year-old translator
who at one point was reported
slain by captors.

“He’s a really, really nice guy,
avery genuine person. The whole
aura about him is very respect-
ful,” said Nichole Merzi, an
18-year-old southern Californian
who caught Hassoun’s eye at a
club last winter.

While pursuing her, the Marine
was embraced by her entire fami-
I

y.

The news about Hassoun has
been contradictory and confus-
ing. An Islamic militant group
said he had been abducted and
threatened with execution, then
that he had been beheaded — and

AP

Eighteen-year-old Nichole Merzi
looks up at a poster of family
friend Marine Cpl. Wassef Ali
Hassoun in Oceanside, Calif., last
month. Hassoun, 24, had courted
Nichole when he was stationed
nearby.

then announced that he had not.
Military sources told news organi-
zations he may have deserted, or
been lured away from his base
and then betrayed, and then
raised the possibility that the en-
tire kidnapping could be a hoax.

The story of his life before Iraq
is only slightly clearer.

Born and raised in Lebanon dur-
ing its civil war in the 1980s, he
came to the United States in the
late *90s and joined famlly, includ-
ing at least one brother, in the Salt
Lake City suburb of West Jordan,
according to Judy Hassoun, the

ex-wife of an older brother. A
member of the Hassoun clan in
Tripoli, Lebanon, said the same.

Before coming to America, he
studied at the Evangelical School
of Tripoli and later learned trans-
lation at a technical school.

Hassoun attended the 2000 sum-
mer and fall sessions of Salt Lake
Community College. In 2002, he
joined the Marines as a motor ve-
hicle operator, though he worked
as a translator. He has become a
U.S. citizen, the Marines say.

Judy Hassoun, who was mar-
ried to Hassoun’s older brother
until 1998, said she remembered
him as “very brave, very loving,”
and a good student who “always
wanted to get good grades.”

A distant cousin in Tripoli, Ab-
dullah Hassoun, said that Wassef
Ali Hassoun had been married in
Lebanon several months ago,
though Wassef wasn’t present —
his father stood in for him to sign
the marriage contract, which is al-
lowed in Islam. And a neighbor in
Tripoli said he married an Ameri-
can woman two years ago, but they
divorced.

But for the Merzi family in
Oceanside, Calif., near San Diego,
the man whose picture they've
pasted up on the wall of their
pizza place poses no mystery.

Hassoun became part of a
group of Arabic-speaking Ma-
rines who frequented their pizza
shop, Spanky’s, during a few
months last winter when they
were stationed nearby before the
1st Marine Expeditionary Force

went back to Traq.

The shop and the family that
ran it offered a comforting taste
of home, especially when the fa-
ther, a native of Lebanon, made
pizza with zaatar.

“All of them were like, ‘“Thank
you, we haven’t 